
Reading in Year 2 



          Reading is the key… 

…to learning 
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At Prior Heath our aim is to make 
reading an enjoyable, lifelong 
experience for all our children.  



  “Young people who enjoy reading 
very much are nearly five times 
as likely to read above the 
expected level for their age 
compared with young people who 
do not enjoy reading at all.” 
 
 
 

National Literacy Trust 2012 



 

  “Children who are 
supported in their reading 
at home are more likely to 
enjoy reading and tend to 
achieve more highly.” 
 

• Clarke C and Rumbold K (2006)  



Reading for pleasure research 
Christina Clark & Kate Rumbold, November 2006 

• the Rose Review placed phonics firmly within a language-
rich framework that fosters positive attitudes towards 
reading and a love of books 
 

• Parents and the home environment are essential to the 
early teaching of reading and the fostering of a love of 
reading. 
 

• Research has also repeatedly shown that parental 
involvement in their child’s literacy practices is a more 
powerful force than other family background variables, 
such as social class, family size and level of parental 
education. 



Aims  
• To highlight the importance of reading 

comprehension 
• To explain how to use questioning to 

develop comprehension skills 
• To explain how we assess reading 
• To offer suggestions how to engage 

children with reading 
• To share some Year 2 Reading assessment 

papers 
• To give you opportunities to ask questions 



Reading 
There are two skills being 
 developed during reading sessions… 
• Decoding skills 

• Comprehension skills (reading 
and listening) 
 

• In Year 2 the greater emphasis in our 
guided reading sessions is 
comprehension 
 



Comprehension involves… 
• Understanding what they have read 
• Answering literal questions 
• Answering implied or inferential questions 
• Understanding why an author chose a 

particular word, phrase, setting or 
character 

• Understanding vocabulary 
• Describing the difference between text 

types 
• Talking about how and why pages are set 

out in a particular way 
 



The ability to decode does not always 
correlate with comprehension skills 

• Children who are still developing their 
fluency and decoding skills can have 
stronger comprehension skills than 
fluent readers 

 



Decoding vs. Comprehension 

 Taking note of punctuation in order to support the use of grammar and 
oral language rhythms 

 Showing fluency and confidence whilst re-reading familiar texts 

 Blending and reading simple words containing adjacent consonants (e.g. 
stop, best) 

 Identifying the parts of simple two-syllable words (e.g. into, outside) 
 Using analogy (similarity) to read unknown words (e.g. look, took/would, 

should) 
 Discussing the character, plot and events in stories 

 Identifying some of the features of non-fiction texts (e.g. non-fiction 
texts can be written in different ways, ) 

 Discussing the relationships between one text and others (e.g. common 
themes) 

Red text = decoding skills 
Purple text = comprehension skills 



Decoding vs. Comprehension 
 Reading accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the common graphemes and 

alternative sounds for graphemes  
 Reading accurately more complex words of two or more syllables (e.g. downstream, hideaway, 

comfortable)  
 Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

 Becoming increasingly familiar with and able to retell a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales  

 Locating key vocabulary and specific information in fiction text to find answers to simple questions  
 Locating and interpreting information in non-fiction, making full use of non-fiction layout (e.g. 

contents, index and headings) 
 Demonstrating understanding by sequencing events in books  
 Identifying and discussing the format and text layout of fiction and poetry  
 Identifying words and phrases chosen for effect on the reader  
 Discussing their favourite words and phrases 

 Understanding the purpose of different non-fiction texts (e.g. to tell you about…or to show you 
how…)  

 Identifying an event or idea in a text and express how it makes the reader feel 
 Showing some awareness of texts being set in different times and places  

Red text = decoding skills 
Purple text = comprehension skills 

 



Using questioning to develop 
comprehension skills 

Literal 
• What did the cat try 

to catch? 
 

• Where were the twins 
going? 
 

• How many children 
were playing in the 
garden? 

 

Inferred (unspoken) 
• How do you know the cat was 

hungry? 
 

• Why do you think the fox went out 
at night to hunt? 
 

• Why do you think there was a sign 
by the pond saying “no swimming”? 
 

• Explain why it is important for all 
members of a team to cooperate. 
 

• How do you think a goal keeper can 
help his team? 
 



Using pictures to develop inference skills 
What time do you think it is? 

How do you know? 

Whose room is 
this? 

What makes you 
think that? 

What do you think 
happened five 
minutes before? 



Using pictures to develop inference skills 

What do you think  
has happened? 

Why do you think 
that? 

What could 
happen when the 
boy wakes up? 



Questions about stories 
What does ‘slinky’ mean? Why do you think the 
author called him Slinky Malinki?  

What does Slinky look 
like? (literal) 
 

Which words tell you that Slinky 
didn’t want to get caught? 

Was Slinky a quiet cat? 
What makes you think 
that? (inferential) 

What have you found out about the 
main character so far? 

Which two words is he’d short for? 



Questions about the characters, 
setting or author’s intention 

• Do you think the boy wants to play football? What 
makes you think that? 

• How did the girl feel when she 
    lost her cat? How do you know? 
• Where is the story set? 
• Why do you think the story is set at here?  
• What setting would you choose if you were writing 

this story? 
• Why did the author use the word whispered instead 

of said? 
• How did the author make this part of the story 

exciting/funny? 



Questions about Poetry 
• Can you use the contents page to find the poem 

about…? 
• What is the title of this poem? After reading...Why do 

you think the poet chose this title? 
• How many verses/lines does it have? 
• Are there any rhyming lines? If so which lines rhyme? 
• Are there any words you don’t know? How could you 

find out what they mean? 
• Which word describes ... the sound of, the movement 

of, the feelings of? 
• Can you find an exciting word used by the poet? Why 

did they use that word? 



Questions about non-fiction books 

Where could you find out what 
the word habitat means? 

Discuss the  purpose of non-fiction 
books. Look at the features that 
help the reader to research 
information. 

Which page would you look at if 
you wanted to find out about 
different types of frogs? 

Why are some words in bold text? 

Why is the index in alphabetical 
order? 



Questions about non-fiction books 
How can you tell 
this is a page 
from a non-
fiction book? 

Read page 10. 
What facts do 
you know now? 

How do the 
headings and 
subheadings help 
you as you read? 

What do the 
diagrams tell 
you on page 11?  

What do owls eat? (literal) 
Why do you think owls hunt in different ways? 
(inferential) 



How we assess reading. 
 

Reading is assessed in three main ways: 

 Individual Assessing Pupil Progress grids which 
are held for each child and used in Guided 
Reading planning and assessments 

 

 Using a standardised running record followed 
by comprehension questions 

  

  

 National Curriculum tests 



Individual Assessing Pupil Progress grids which 
are held for each child and used in Guided 

Reading planning and assessments 
 



 
Using a standardised running record followed by 

comprehension questions 

 



 
National Curriculum tests 

 Some children find 
it challenging to 
read and interpret 
questions. 

You could support 
this by writing down 
the questions you 
want to ask at home 
for them to read. 



       Top Tips to Engage and Support Your Child 
with Reading 

• Give your child time, space and praise whilst sharing                       
books 

• Listen to your child read at least 5 times a week 
• Talk about books and ask questions 
• Spend time looking at and talking about the 
    illustrations, page format, characters and setting 
• Encourage your child to read a range of texts to discover 

favourite authors 
• Talk about words. Don’t presume they understand what all the 

words mean. Even if they can read them. 
• Be a positive reading role model. Let your child see how you use 

reading in your life: for pleasure, to follow instructions and to 
gain knowledge so they understand the purpose and the 
importance about learning to read 



Thank you for coming this 
evening. Your support with 

your child’s reading is 
greatly appreciated. 


