
Reading at Prior Heath



Reading is the key…



Aims

• To explain how we teach reading at Prior 
Heath

• To tell you about the changes to the 
reading curriculum

• To give suggestions about how you can 
support your child learning to read 



At Prior Heath our aim is to
make reading an enjoyable,
lifelong experience for all our
children.



• “Young people who enjoy reading 
very much are nearly five times 
as likely to read above the 
expected level for their age 
compared with young people who 
do not enjoy reading at all.”

National Literacy Trust 2012



“Children who are supported 
in their reading at home are 
more likely to enjoy reading 
and tend to achieve more 
highly.”

• Clarke C and Rumbold K (2006) 



Reading for pleasure research
Christina Clark & Kate Rumbold, November 2006

• the Rose Review placed phonics firmly within a language-
rich framework that fosters positive attitudes towards 
reading and a love of books

• Parents and the home environment are essential to the 
early teaching of reading and the fostering of a love of 
reading.

• Research has also repeatedly shown that parental 
involvement in their child’s literacy practices is a more 
powerful force than other family background variables, 
such as social class, family size and level of parental 
education.



New Reading Curriculum

The new aims:
• Read easily, fluently and with good 

understanding
• Develop the habit of reading widely and 

often, for both pleasure and information
• Acquire a wide vocabulary 
• Appreciate our rich and varied literacy 

heritage



Everyone is a reader….
some just haven't found
their favourite book yet.



Reading

There are two skills being developed 
during reading sessions…

• Decoding skills

• Comprehension skills (reading 
and listening)



Decoding involves…

• Use of phonics (letter sounds)
• Reading for meaning
• Using picture clues
• Using known patterns

of speech to predict
what kind of word it
might be



Aims
• Understand more about what phonics is 

and how we teach it at school.
• To give you practical ideas on games and 

activities you can be playing at home with 
your children.

• For you to feel more confident in 
supporting your child to read letters, 
words, sentences and texts.



Phonics is all about understanding the 
relationship between letters and sounds …

knowledge
of the 

alphabet

skills for 
reading and 

spelling

+

Learning phonics will help your child to 
become a good reader and writer.



Every child in FS and KS1 learns 
phonics at their level

There are 6 phases in all.



Phonics Words

phoneme 

Phonemes are sounds 
that can be heard in 
words 

e.g. c-a-t 



Phonics Words
Blending

• Children need to be able to hear the separate 
sounds in a word and then blend them together 
to say the whole word .



Saying the sounds

• Sounds should be articulated clearly 
and precisely.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE



Tricky Words

There are many words that cannot be blended 

or segmented because they are irregular.

the was said you some



Learning all the variations!
Learning that the same phoneme 
can be represented in more than 
one way: burn

first

term

heard

work



How can I help at home?
• When spelling, encourage your child to think 

about what “looks right”.

• Have fun trying out different options…wipe clean 
whiteboards are good for trying out spellings.

• tray                     trai
• rain                     rayn
• boil                     boyl
• boy                     boi
• throat                 throwt
• snow                  snoa



Oral blending: the robot game
Children need to practise hearing a series of 
spoken sounds and merging them together to 
make a word.

For example, you say ‘b-u-s’, and your child 
says ‘bus’.

“What’s in the box?” is a great game for 
practising this skill.

How can I help at home?



Comprehension involves…

• Understanding what they have read
• Answering literal questions
• Answering implied questions
• Understanding why an author chose a 

particular word or phrase
• Describing the difference between text 

types
• Describing page layout



Reading assessments
• Read with phrasing and fluency taking note of punctuation and using it to keep track of 

longer sentences
• Read phonically decodable polysyllabic words within sentences and texts 
• Apply knowledge of graphemes with alternative pronunciations when reading texts eg. Phase 

5/6 Letters and Sounds
• Self correct when reading does not make sense
• Show an understanding of a text by commenting on key features e.g. plot, setting and 

characters
• Re-tell a story referring to most of the main events and characters
• Locate key vocabulary and specific information in the text to find answers to simple 

questions
• Use contents and index to help retrieve information
• Make simple  predictions using experience of reading similar books
• Use own experience to add detail to the understanding of a range of texts 
• Use a range of clues from a text to express simple opinions
• Use organisational features to orientate around a text e.g. contents page, alphabetical 

order, websites
• Identify and discuss the format and text layout of fiction and poetry
• Identify words and phrases chosen for effect on the reader
• Begin to understand the purpose of different non-fiction texts e.g. to tell you about…or to 

show you how…’
• Identify an event or idea in a text and express how it makes the reader feel.
• Some awareness of texts being set in different times and places



Top Ten Tips to Support Your Child’s Reading

• 1. Give your child time, space and praise whilst sharing                             
books

• 2. Read and listen to your child
read as often as possible (at least
5 times a week)

• 3. Talk about books
• 4. Spend time looking at and 

talking about the illustrations
• 5. Visit the library or book shop

and choose books together



• 6. Let your child see other family members 
reading.

• 7. Tell stories orally (to each other)
• 8. Let your child hold the book and turn the 

pages
• 9. Take books with 

you wherever you go
• 10. Ask questions 

about the book



Parental Support
• Continue to read to your child even when they can read 

independently

• Try to stick to a routine of ten minutes hearing your child read 
(at least 5 times a week)

• Encourage your child to read a range of texts

• Introduce the book

• Support your child with tricky words

• Stop to look at the pictures, point out capital letters, 
punctuation etc.

• After reading discuss the book



A range of texts



• Poetry reciting and performing is an 
important part of the new curriculum.

• http://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/myfamily_c
ake.html



Examples of how to introduce a book

• Ask why your child chose it

• Look at the cover and title and talk about 
what the book might be about

• Locate the author’s name – have you read any 
other books by the same author?

• Read the blurb



Examples of questions
• Literal
• What did the cat try 

to catch?

• Where were the twins 
going?

• How many children 
were playing in the 
garden?

• Implied
• How do you know the cat was 

hungry?

• Why do you think the fox went out 
at night to hunt?

• Why do you think there was a sign 
by the pond saying “no swimming”?

• Explain why it is important for all 
members of a team to cooperate.

• How do you think a goal keeper can 
help his team?



Questions about the characters, 
setting or author’s intention

• Do you think the boy wants to play football? Why do you think that?

• How did the girl feel when she lost her cat?

• Where is the story set?

• Why do you think the story is set at the seaside?  What setting 
would you choose if you were writing this story?

• Why did the author use the word whispered instead of said?



How will you know what your 
child is working on?

• Use the coloured book box guidance in the 
child’s reading record…





Look out for…

• Reading Challenges for children 

• Feedback questionnaires

• Reading workshops 
in the spring term

• New reading books


