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Status confirmed 2010!        14 July 2021  

 

Dear Parents 

 
We’re almost there! After the most unusual school year in all of our lifetimes we’re almost at the 
end of the summer term and, due to your diligence and support and the attentiveness and 
supervision by the school staff, we have manged to remain in full time education and not 
experienced any bubble closures. Keeping the school open has been a phenomenal success 
story and has helped maintain and develop the children’s education.  
 
Meeting of the Governing Body 22 June 2021 
 
Administration of the Governing Body 
 
This meeting was the second to be held face to face since the lockdown of March 2020 although, 
due to personal circumstances, attendees were also admitted via TEAMS. I am delighted to 
announce that we have offered a local business leader the opportunity to join the Governing 
Body in the new term which will bring a full complement to support the school. 
 
Operational and Strategic Business 
 
Given the nature of the challenges that the staff have experienced, we identified that a major 
focus during the year was to engage with the children and strive to catch up on the lost time at 
school. On a positive note the majority of the children have made expected progress following 
their return to Prior Heath and extra interventions have been put in place to maintain this 
progress. One noticeable area of focus centered around writing. Time out of school, due to 
COVID, had resulted in some of the children’s stamina for writing lessening compared with prior 
years. We are grateful for all the guidance that you have given your children during the last 12 
months. The pandemic has highlighted that written work is an area that seems to be more 
challenging to support as a parent in a home learning situation as opposed to reading which is 
more straightforward. A major aspect of improving writing skills is to ensure punctuation and 
sentence structure skills are enhanced – whilst the future may be driven by technology we must 
still give value to the basics of grammatical structure. 
 
Due to lockdown, there has not been a requirement for any school to submit assessment 
information to the Department for Education. This is normally done on an annual basis to provide 
data for comparison and assessment purposes. Feedback from in house assessment of the 
children indicates that we continue to meet high standards of attainment and all children are 
making progress during their time at Prior Heath.   
 
 
2021-22 school year 
 
The last time that the school had a visit from Ofsted was in 2007 and the Outstanding status 
was confirmed 3 years later. During the last 10 years the school has continued to report strong 



results which have frequently been above national standards and very often in the upper quartile 
of Surrey schools, which themselves have exceptionally high attainment. Due to the school’s 
‘outstanding’ status, we have been exempt from routine Ofsted inspections since 2010. 
However, during the Autumn term of 2019 all schools rated as ‘outstanding’ were informed that, 
due to changes in the inspection process, a visit to the school was to be expected imminently. 
With the change of Headteacher, our expectation in Spring 2020 was that we would be 
inspected early during the 20-21 academic year, however the COVID pandemic has put the 
Ofsted plans into a review mode. Various factors including; re-training Ofsted staff, possible 
amendments to the framework being put in place, changes in Ofsted narrative, etc. have meant 
that we are reviewing the processes in order to satisfy an Ofsted visit. Their focus has changed 
and there is now an increased emphasis on the whole curriculum. Changes to the Ofsted 
framework have meant that in order to maintain an ‘Outstanding’ status, different criteria has to 
be fully met by the school. In any event, the teaching staff are continually looking at improving 
the outcomes for each and every child in their formative years, within their education journey. 
 
It’s this time of year that we also say farewell to our Year 2 pupils as they move on to their junior 
schools, most of them attending Ravenscote. We hope that they have enjoyed their time at Prior 
Heath and trust that some of the opportunities that they have missed out on (school trips, live 
performances) will make their new experiences even better. Good luck to all of our children and 
thank you, as parents, for working with the school during their time here. 
 
 
The Governing Body plans to meet on: 
 
Tuesday 21 September 2021 Business Full Governing Body Meeting 
 
On behalf of The Governors I would like to wish you all a very happy summer break.  
 
 

. 
 
 
Martyn Keates 
Chair of Governors  


