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‘Learning together to create memories’
Rationale

At Prior Heath Infant School we believe effective learning takes place when children are
provided with a quality learning environment in which everyone is given the opportunity
to achieve their full potential. We strive to provide a happy, nurturing atmosphere in
which all children recognise and value their achievements and experience a joy of
learning.

At Prior Heath our aims are to:

e Create active and adaptable learners that strive to achieve their best.

e Teach our children to regulate their emotions and take responsibility for their own
behaviour.

e Encourage our children to respect and show kindness to themselves, others and
the world around them.

e Develop independence and perseverance in our pupils and encourage them to
take risks within their learning.

e Support our children to form positive relationships and develop their personal and
social skills.

e Promote diversity and encourage our children to celebrate their own views and
beliefs and those of others.

e Develop our children’s understanding of how to live safe and healthy lives.

e Ensure that our children are aware of environmental and global issues and the
contribution that our school can make to ensure a sustainable future.

e Effectively prepare our children for the next stage of their educational journey.

At Prior Heath an effective learner:

e Listens and follows instructions carefully.

¢ Ensures that they have the learning tools and equipment that they need to be
successful.

e Welcomes challenge and perseveres with their learning tasks.

e Uses a range of strategies to solve any problems that they encounter.

e Takes responsibility for their own learning and behaviour.

e Evaluates and reflects upon their learning in order to continually improve.

e Takes pride in their work.
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Works collaboratively with others, showing kindness and respect at all times.
Continues to learn outside of the school environment to enhance their own
knowledge and curiosity within the curriculum.

At Prior Heath effective teaching includes:

Providing high quality learning opportunities, with challenge for ALL.

Setting high expectations for every child.

Giving all learners the confidence to succeed.

Using assessment for learning effectively to establish what leaners already know
and their next steps.

Inspiring and motivating our learners.

Promoting the school values within the curriculum.

Continually reflecting on and adapting our curriculum to meet the needs of every
child.

At Prior Heath governors ensure that:

The school’s finances are managed effectively to allow the aims of the teaching
and learning policy to be achieved.

They have a strategic overview of the school’s development plan.

They appropriately challenge school leaders and monitor the implementation of
the teaching and learning policy.

Performance management effectively addresses areas of development within
teaching and learning.

Continual professional development is taking place to enable staff to implement
the teaching and learning policy effectively.

They develop positive and supportive relationships with school staff to enable
them to work collaboratively to ensure that the teaching and learning policy is
adhered to.

At Prior Heath our parents and carers are expected to:

Ensure that their child’s attendance and punctuality is good.

Understand and celebrate their child’s progress and achievements, through
attending parents meetings and school events.

Support their child’s education through engagement with home learning tasks.
Inform school staff of any changes to circumstances at home that may affect their
child’s learning.

Adhere to the school’s home learning policy.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following documents:

The teaching standards (appendix A)
Curriculum subject policies

Assessment policy

Assessment, reporting and recording policy
Behaviour policy
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Child protection and safeguarding policy

Home learning policy

Home school agreement

Looked after and previously looked after children policy
Marking policy

Online safety policy

Single equality scheme

SEN and inclusion policy

Visitors and visiting speakers’ policy

e Whole-school healthy eating policy.
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APPENDIX A

o

Department

oreducaon 1 eachers’ Standards

[ PREAMBLE

Taachars make the education of (heir pupils their frst concem, and anre sceouniable Tor achieving the highes! possible standards in work and conduc!. Teacherns
aci with honesly and nlegrily. have sirong subject knowledge, keep their knowledge and skills as isachers up-lo-date and are ssll-crilical, Torge posilive
professional relalionships; and work with parenis in the best inberests of thesr pupils.

[ PART ONE: TEACHING

[ Make accurate and productive use of assessment

A teacher rmwst:

[[1_set high expectations which inspire, motivate and challenge pupils |

= eslablish a safe and stimulaling environmen far pupils, roaled n

knew and understand how bo assess the relevant subject and
cumiculum areas, including stalulory assessmeni reguiremeants
make use of formabive and summalive sssecoment 10 secure pupils’

progress

use relevant data o monilor progress, Sal largets, and plan
subsequent lessons

give pugils regular Teedback, balh orally and through acsurate
marking, and encourage pupls 1o respand 1o the Redback.

rruiluial respect

= sal goals thal sirelch and challenge pupils of all backgrounds, abililies
and disposilions

= demonsirale consistently the posilive atliludes, valees and behaviour

which are expecied of pupils.

[ 2 Promate good progress and outcomes by pupils

= b acoountable for pupils” atlainment, progress and oulcomeas

= be aware of pupils’ capabiilies and their prior knowledge, and plan
teaching o build on (hase

= guide pupis io raflect on the progress they have made and their
emerging nesds

=  demonsirate knowledge and understanding of how pupils leam and
how This impacts an leaching

= encourage pugils bo take a responsible and conscaEnBous atlitude bo
Their awn work and sludy.

3 Demonstrate good subject and curriculum knowledge

= fhave & secune knowledge of he relevant subject(s) and curriculum
aneas, foster and maanlain pupils’ interest in the subject, and address
misunderstandings

= dermonstrale a crilical underslanding of developments in the subject
and curficulum areas, and promole the valwe of scholarship

= dermonstrate an understanding of and lake respansibility for
promating high slandards of lileracy, articulacy and the correct use of
standard English, whabever the teachers specialist subject

= il imaching early reading, demonstrale a clear undersianding of
syslemalic synthelic phonics

= il lmaching early mathemalics, demaonsirale a clear inderstanding of
appropriale leaching strabagees,

[ 4 Plan and teach well structuned lessons

= impan knowledge and develiop undenstanding through effeclive use
al lesson lime

*  pramote & love af leaming and children's imellectisal euniasily

= sel homework and plan olber oul-ol-class activilies 1o consolidate
and extend the knowledge and understanding pupils have scguired

= reflect sysbematically on the efecliveness of Essons and approaches
o leaching

= conkibule io the design and provision of an engaging cumiculum
within the redevant subjec ansals).

[6 Adapt teaching to respond ta the sirengths and needs of all pupils

*  now when and how 1o differenBale appropriabely, using approaches
which enable pupils bo be aughl effectively

*  hawve a secund understanding of how a range of faclons can inhibil
pugils’ ability to learn, and how best bo overcome these

«  demonstrabe an awareness of the physical, sacial and intelleciual
develogment of children, and knaow how o adapl leaching 1o suppet
pupils’ educalion al different slages of develogment

*  hawve a dear underslanding of the neads of all pupils, ncleding those
with special educalonal neads; hose af high abiily, (hese with
English as an addional language; those with disabililies; and be able
o usa and evaluate dislinclive leaching approaches (o engage and
suppart them

T Manage behaviour effectively to ensure a good and safe leaming
anvironment

have céar rules and routines for bebaviour in classrooms, and lake
respensibility for promoling geod and courlesaus behaviour both in
clazzrooms and around the school, in accordance with the schoal's
behaviour policy

have high expectalions of behaviour, and eslablish a framework for
discipline with a range of siralegies, using praise, sanclions and
rewards consisiantly and fairly

manage dasses effeclively, using approaches which are apgropriale
o pupils’ needs in crder 1 invelve and motivate them

maintain good refalionships with pupils, axercss appropriale
authority, and ac! decsively when necessany.

[8 Fulfil wider professicnal responsibilities

make a posifve cantibution o the wider e and athes of the schoal
develop effeclive prolessional relationships with colleagues, knowing
hew ard when bo draw on advice and specialist suppart

deploy suppon st effeclively

take responsiblily for impraving beaching through appropriate
professional devedopment, responding o advice and feedback from
colleagues

eoimuncate eMectively wilh parents with regand b pugils
achisverments and well-being.

| PART TWO: PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

A leacher is expecied lo demonsirale consisiently high standards of
persanal and prafessional conducl. The fallowing statements define the
behaviour and atiludes which s&1 the requined standard for conduct
threughout & leacher's caneer.

Teachers uphold public ust in the profession and maintain high

standands of ethics and behaviowr, within and oubside school, by:

o breating pupils with dignily, building retalionships rooted in mutual
respect, and al all imes observing proper boundaries appropriate
Lo & beachers professional position

o hawving regard Tor Ihe nead 10 safequard pupils’ well-being, in
accaondance with slalulory provisions

o showing lolerance of and respect Tor the rights of others

o hel undermining fundamental Beilish values, including demearacy,
the rule of law, individual Bberty and mulual respect, and olerance
of those with different faiths and beliefs

o ensuring thal personal baliels are nol expressead in ways which
exploil pupils’ vuinerability or might lead them lo break the law.

Teachers must have proper and professional regand for the ethas,
policies and practices of the school in which they teach, and maintsin
high standands in their oan altendance and puncluality.

Teachers must have an understanding of, and always act within, the
stabulory frameworks which sed oul their prolessional duties and
responsibiities.

The Teachers” Standands can be found on the GOV UK website: hitps/fawaswmov.ukigovernmentpublications/teachers-standards
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