
Welcome to Prior Heath



Mrs Nelson
SEND Manager

Deputy DSL

Mrs Chivers
Headteacher & 

Designated 
Safeguarding Lead 

(DSL)

Our Senior Leadership Team

Mrs Haygarth
Assistant Headteacher 

& Deputy DSL

Mrs Bradford
SENDCO



Our Year R Team

Chestnut class

Class teacher: Miss Bates 

Teaching assistant: Mrs Diovisalvi (Mrs D.)

Willow class 

Class teachers: Mrs Haygarth                   and Mrs Maine

                        (Mon, Tues, Wed)                    (Thurs, Fri)

Teaching assistant: Mrs Sweeney

Mrs Coates and Miss Bosher will also provide 

TA support in Reception





The hand of a 7 year old child 
(pictured right) when compared to 
that of a 4 year old (pictured left) 
shows a marked improvement in the 
bone structure, indicating higher 
strength, flexibility,  and 
preparedness for motor skills like 
writing.

At Prior Heath we use this 
information when planning our 
curriculum, ensuring that it is play 
based and there are plenty of 
opportunities for children to 
develop their fine motor control 
skills before the formality of 
learning to write.  



The School Day

8.40am The bell rings and class doors open.
8.50am The second bell rings and class doors close. 
If you arrive after this time, you must report to the school office.

2.50pm Home time!



Register and Welcome!

Willow Class Chestnut Class

Your child will need their bookbag, water bottle and a 
coat every day. Please ensure that all of your child’s 

things are named, including coats and uniform.



Learning in Reception



Phonics

Children in reception have a daily phonics 
session.

This is the most formal part of the school 
day.

Each week we will send home the sound/s and 
common exception words that your child has 
been learning along with words to practise 
reading.



Learning to read

• Reading books are matched to phonics assessments.

• Initially children begin with wordless books as this supports 
their questioning and comprehension skills.

• Children will bring home one phonics book weekly and a story 
sack with a book for sharing together.





Learning to write

• We support the process of learning to write through physical 
development, writing practice during phonics and continuous 
provision.

• We teach the formation of lower-case letters first, although we 
will always use a capital letter for the beginning of names. Please 
support this at home by only using capital letters at the beginning 
of names.

• The development of core strength and shoulder, arm and hand 
muscles is essential before children have the strength and control 
to write. 



Maths



Adventure Time (Continuous Provision)

• Children explore different areas of learning in continuous provision 
which support the EYFS curriculum.

• Children choose their own learning and choose to work on their own 
or in a small group.

• Adults model activities during this time to support learning.



Reflecting on learning



Lunch time

There are 3 choices for lunch 
each day.  Menus for the autumn 
term will be published during the 

summer.



PE

Come to school in PE kit on your PE days.

Please encourage your child to dress themselves at home 
to practise this important life skill!



Storytime and Proud Time



What did you do at school today?

What made you smile today?

Who did you sit with at lunchtime?

Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know 
yesterday.

How did you show kindness today?

How did you persevere today?



Baseline

Each year we complete statutory Baseline assessment with every 
child to measure their progression from Year R to Year 6.

The children will spend some fun 1:1 time with us during their 
first few weeks at school to complete this. The activities are play 
based and this will run alongside our usual on entry baseline that 
informs our teaching.



EYFS curriculum

PRIME AREAS
Communication and Language Development
Physical Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development

SPECIFIC AREAS
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design



Good Level of Development (GLD)

Children are defined as having a ‘good level of development’ if they are at the expected 
level for the 12 early learning goals within the 5 prime areas of learning. 

We will meet with you during the
year for parents evening where 
we share your child’s progress 
against our milestone 
assessment checkpoints.
 
If your child is not on track, 
we will let you know what we are
doing in school to help them.



Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

Self-Regulation 

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.

- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when 
appropriate.

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an 
ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

Managing Self 

- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices.

Building Relationships 

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.

- Show sensitivity to their own and to others' needs.



Tapestry

• In Reception we use Tapestry to record children’s learning and their wow 
moments. 

• These observations are then accessible to you through your own parental 
account which will be set up in the Autumn Term.  

• You will also be able to comment on observations and upload any fun things you 
do at home so we can share them in class. 

• We post a weekly letter on Tapestry every Friday, so that you know what we 
have covered in class that week. 

• We will also use Tapestry to post short curriculum videos and share useful 
links on the platform.



Home Visits

The home visit is an opportunity for your child’s teacher to visit them in 
their own home prior to the start of school.  

The home visit is another tool for easing your child’s transition and giving 
them an opportunity to get to know us.  

Please do not worry, we are not there to inspect your cleaning! The children 
love it and still talk about it now. It is a lovely way for your child to see us 
and helps to start a conversation once in class. 

Please be aware your child may be a little nervous and not behave as you may 
expect on these home visits! Do not worry! We visit you for 5 – 10 mins so its 
hopefully relaxed time. 



Toileting

ERIC- ‘All aboard the toilet train’

All reception children should be fully toilet 
trained unless 
they have a diagnosed medical condition.

When your child starts school, we will show 
them where the toilets are and remind all 
children to go to the toilet throughout the 
day.

We do not accompany children to the toilet 
but recognise that in the early stages 
occasional toilet accidents may occur.

If your child is sick at school or has diarrhoea, 
they will need to be collected and remain at 
home for 48 hours.
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